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entrance doorway, facing the later serdab where the family ka statues were kept, and in close proxi-
mity to Khamerernebty II’s colossal statue, could suggest such a set of circumstances.

It should be clear from the tentative nature of the conclusions outlined above, and from the re-
marks repeatedly made within the text, that the evidence for the Galarza Tomb is both incomplete
and (with the exception of EDEL’s work on the entrance inscriptions), poorly analysed. There is every
need for a modern excavation and re-examination of the tomb and, more importantly, urgent res-
toration work needs to be done to minimise the ravages of time on this significant monument.

Abstract

A new and closer look at the inscriptions of the so-called Galarza Tomb at Giza and the inves-
tigation of its architecture reveal a more complex history of the tomb and its original occupant. Ini-
tially believed to be the tomb of Queen Khamerernebty I, the attribution was later altered in favour
of her daughter, Queen Khamerernebty II. The present study tries to show that the first queen, to
some extent, could have been responsible for the building of the tomb which was later taken over by
her daughter. Furthermore, it can be shown that the alterations and changes which took place in the
tomb might have had considerable effect regarding the architectural development of rock-cut tombs
of the 4th Dynasty at Giza in general.
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Lintel from the Galarza Tomb in Giza (Court-
esy of the Egyptian Museum, Cairo)



