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other words, the Old Kingdom crown of Weserkaf, or one like it, may well have been

the inspiration for the style used much later on the Khufu figurine.

CONCLUSION

The most important evidence for my conclusion that the Khufu statuette belongs to

the XXVIth dynasty is the importance of the Old Kingdom ruler's cult at that time.

The people in the Late Period remembered him from such Middle Kingdom texts as the

Westcar Papyrus and later on through the words of Herodotus. While there is no
evidence for a IVth dynasty temple in the Khenti-imnti complex, a temple to Osiris was

opened in the XXVIth dynasty, at the same time that Khufu's cult was rising and his

pyramid reopened. In time his cult was so important as to warrant some priests and his

name being engraved upon countless scarabs and amulets.

The art of the Saite period follows that of the Old Kingdom, copying such themes

and styles as were thought important. Similarly, Khufu's throne is unlike that of any

other royal statue of the Old Kingdom. Whereas the statues usually found in the Abydos
area wear the White or Double Crowns, the Khufu figurine wears the Red Crown, further

evidence of copying. It was probably made by a memphite artist who may have been

influenced by local legends of Khufu.

Because of the size and workmanship of the statuette, it can be suggested that it is an

amulet. Such charms were uncommon in the Old Kingdom but are easily explained by
the prominence of Khufu's cult in the Saite period. Mass production due to great demand

could account for its poor craftsmanship qualities. That it was a common object is inferred
by its place of resting - thrown in a storeroom.

Artifacts from the Late Period attributed to Khufu, such as the Inventory Stela from
the temple of Isis east of the Sphinx, are further pieces of evidence that the people of

Saite times cared a good deal about Khufu. The figure was probably thrown into the

Osiris temple by accident or for religious purposes, but such a motive may never be

known. However, the question of the origin and age of the ivory Khufu statuette discussed

in this paper may be more completely answered if more work is done in the valley temple

of Khufu at Giza, the· only site the artifacts of which could have served as models

for an amulet found in Abydos.
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Ivory statuette of Mycerinus.
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